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SOSNOWLEC S
{One of the main cities of the Upper Silesiam coal and industrial basin. 65 km
WNW of Cracow and 12km E of Katowice, its Provincial Capital, it had 260,000
inhabitants in 1990).

Before World I Sosnowiec was just inside Russian Poland, almost right on the
"Three Emperiums" point with the German and the Austrian-Hungarian Empires.
Occupied by the Germans, the use of Municipal stamps (1st Issue) was forbidden
by the Germans as soon as they heard of their issue. After that, however, upon
the urgent request by the first Mayor appointed by them, and his explanation
that this would cause much harm to the municipal treasury, it was exceptionally
permitted by them until the end of June, 1916.

19 Feb.1916: Muniéival Delivery-fee Stamps (First Issue), show1ng the City's
Coat of Armz. Printed litho on medium, white paper. Ferf. 1190

/ /A
OEF 30.1.98 }e:” 3kop. bright 10kop. brown— GEF 30.1.98. K. 10;
(Expt Kosack). / blue lilac (Expt.Kosac X

Thrse stamps were suppressed by the Germans already onm March 14, 1916.

23 May, 19162 Second Issue — Changed colours and overprinted witha wide ver-
tical colour strip.

3kop. rose; 10kop. blues
green stripe rose stripe

These stamps were taken out of service again on July 8, 1916.

24 July, 19162 New Triangular Design, showing the City's Coat of Arms in a
circular white field. Without value ] ndlcatlono

SOSNOWICE o

Deep carmine
Also this stamp was taken out of servive at an early date: it was sup-
pressed on Aug. 6, 1916. Since then, a cancellation postmark (af ikop. )
was printed on letters to be delivered without stamp.



SOSNOWIEC, Contde..

Issue of 23 May, 1916%

Colour Variations=, and Concellation Types

b

3 kops: very 10kors pale blue
pale rose

Postmark -5 4.'16

by simple date stamp.

Tssue of 24 july, 19162

Postmerk changed to square bBox type:z

Deep carmine (no value onm stamp):
By order of the new German occupiers only
cancellation marks with value indication
were allowed. The municipal authorities
circumvented the bam on value-bearing
stamps By having letters for which a 3
kopecks delivery fee had to be paid im
advance, by using stamps in the form of
so—-called triangular "sealing labels",
which were thenm stamped over with 2 3. kop.
"ypoceipt cancellation".
Ink pads with violet, blue, and black ink
were used (see next page).

Re. the City's name "Sosnowice" onm these stamps ("sealing labels")s The City's
proper name was, and is, Sosnowiec, not "Sosnowice". The Germans, howevers,
called it "Sosnowitz". IT is said that the spelling "Sosnowice" was chosen to

pay lip-service to German sensitivities!



SOSNOWIEC, Contd.

Issue of 24 July, 1916, Gontd{i The three cancellation handstamp colours:

e ——_

Blue postmarks:.

Viol I i
Jioleh postmark Stadtbriefbef.
Stadtbriefbef. R :
e = Miejs. eksp. liste.
Miejs. eksp. list
4 ABG. 1916 -6 AUG.1916
7

7 “Bléég postmarka
Stadtbriefbef.
Miejse. eksp. liste
29, JUL 1916
3 koDe

A very scarce, or rare, téte-béche pair:

Hint, unkingeds
In this condition not
listed in Michel. Rare.



Y JARKT.

Small town 25km S.E. of Czestochowa which is its provincial capital. Popu-

%ation still (1994) well under 10,000. TIts postal area covered the town of
Zaerki and the outlying communities of”choroﬁ, Niegowe and WXodowice, and at
the time of issuing these stamps Zarki was virtually at the end of Austrian
occupations.

10 Oct. 1918: First Issue — Market and Church of Jorki. Printed litho on
medium, white paper. No watermark. FPerte. 113 (but imperfe. also exist).
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3 (hal.)s 5 (hal.)s 12 (hal.)s
greyish blue. red. olive.
(Bxpt. Mikulski + (Expt. Kraweazyk, + (Expte. Krawezyk +
another). another). another).

Quantitiess Abt. 10,000 of each value, out of which half have soon been
overprinted by surcharges (see Second Issue, following page)e

Notes: Collecting Farki stampe is a minefield for philatelists. Dangerous
forgeries are extremely common. FPossibly 98% of all Zarki stamps available
in the irade — even those sold by reputable traders and auctioneers — are

forgeries. It is absolutely essential to have these stamps expertised by
recognized experis. [

The late Prof. Stanistaw Miksteim of Cracow was perhaps the earliest of Po-
lish stamps' great experts. Witold Mikulski, of Kielce, was another. Eu-
geniusz Krawczyk, of Warsaw, is one of the present officially recognized
experts of the PZF (Polish Philatelic Union). The stamps on this page have

also been declared absolutely genuine by Krzysztof Ceremuga, of Mt.Isa, Qld.,

Australia.



CERITFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY

KRZYSZTOF CEREMUGA
Philatelic Expert
PO Box A2313, Sydney South, NSW 1235, Australia

Certificate No: 5514 Date: 8/9/2007

POLAND - WORLD WAR | AUSTRIAN OCCUPATION:
ZARKI LOCAL POST: Fi4a, 5b & 6a, M1 4-6 *

1918 “x halerzy x” boxed h/s overprints on Views, in normal
h/s colors - 6h/3h in red, 10h/4h in violet & 24h/12h in red,
left halves of the overprints on each stamp.

EXPERTIZING RESULT:
Genuine in all respects. Only total of 5000 sets printed inc varieties.

CONDITION:
Mint with lightly hinged original gum, previously signed by E.Goy
& E.Krawczyk.
N a2l «,
Krzysztof (Chris) Ceremug
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ZARKI, Contde ,;&%( -

the values handstamped over
It had been discovered at
the original values did not

Surcharges doublin

0 halerzy 6

18 Oct. 1918: Second Igmme -
two stamp=z at the times

a)s Left half Surcherge on._ Right Balf S e s ST
ettt T s T | :'i
| 3

z
»
3

2 U FPAr G rEAS 2e 8

z 5

: | |

© Rl shise ! | 1
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"6 nalerzy on 3(h): 10 Halerzy on 5(h): 24 Halerzy on ¥2(h)s

greyish blue red olive

Surche rede.. Surche. violets Surche. fed.
(Bxpertiseds Krawczyk) (Bxpertised: Koopman) (Exper‘bi’sedﬂl;.s hmute and

anovner ).

b)s Right half of Surchage on Left half of Stamp.
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6 Halerzy om 3(h)s= 10 Halerzy on 5(h)¢ 24 Halerzy omw 12(h):
greyish blue red olive
Surche. red. Surch. violet. Surch. ¥aod.
(Exper‘ti‘se&'z‘ Krawezyks (Expetr"bijse& Krawesyk, (Exper‘{;j_’seﬁ' Krawczyk,
and another). and another). and anotherg.

Quantitiess Abte 5,000 of each value (see also First Issue).

Notes Bugeniusz Krawezyk, of Warsaw, and Les¥aw Schmutz, of Rrzeszdéw, are
Officially recognized expertisers of the PZF (Polish Philatelic Union), and
Koopman, of Amsterdam, Netherlands, was the most reputable expertiser of
Polish stamps in that part of Western EBurope. A4ll these stamps have_also
been declared absolutely genuine by Krzysziof Ceremuga, of Mi.Isa, Qld.,
Australia.



ZARKI, Contd..

18 Octe. 1918: Second Issue - Surcharges doubling the walues handstamped
over two stamps at the time:

Double overprint 10 hal in red + 6 hal in black.

10 hal(red) + & hal(®Black) on 3 hal.
very rere, % , lightly hinged,
expertised by Mikstein.

This error seems to have oc—
curred when the worker doing the overprin-
ting picked up the correct inkvad (red) but
the wrong handstamp (10 hel). Then to try to
egorrect the mistake and coves ke 10 hal ovpt.
the stamps were ovptd. in black with a 6 hal
handstampe.



e

CERITFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY

KRZYSZTOF CEREMUGA
Philatelic Expert

PO Box A2313, Sydney South, NSW 1235, Australia

Certificate No: 5515 Date: 8/9/2007

POLAND - AUSTRIAN OCCUPATION:

ZARKI LOCAL POST:  Fi 4sNp, Mi 4F *

1918 "10 halerzy 10" in red & "6 halerzy 6" in black,
left halves of both overprints on View 3h.

EXPERTIZING RESULT:

Genuine in all respects. Very rare.

This variety occurred when some 3h stamps (probably 2 sheets of 50) were
overprinted in error "10 halerzy 10" in red, so then to correct the mistake the
"6 halerzy 6" handstamp was applied in black over the incorrect overprint.

CONDITION:
Mint with lightly hinged original gum, previously signed by Mikstein.




ZARKT, Contde

24th Oct. 1918¢ Third Issue - Market and Church of Zarki, printed im the new
double values and in new colours. Lithography on medium, white paper. No
watermark. Line perf. 11% (but imperf. exists).

/ - - s

6 (hal.): 10 (hal.): 24 (hal.):
brownish violet. greens orange.
(Cert. B.Gotz, (Cert. E.Gotz, (Cert. B.Gbtz,
also attested as also attested as also attested as
genuine by Krz. gaguine by Krz. genuine by Krze.

Ceremuga) . Ceremuga ) » Ceremuga) .

Quantities: abt. 5,000 each value. Withdrawn 28 October, 1918.

Third Tssues MWrong colour, or a Forger's Proof?  Answer: Forgery.
See enlargement
photos for expla—
nation.

6 (halo ) =
bluish green.
(not surprisingly,

uncertified).



¢ ZARKY (contd.).

1918 28th Oct. Issue.

o e

Local Letter to a Mr. Gérka, showing the heavy type of cancel then
at Zarki P.O.
Genuine,

im use

|



ZARKT, Contde

As mentioned before, up to 98% of all Zarki stamps in existence are forgeries.
Many of these forgeries are dangerously deceptive. This page, and the following
pages show 2 number of these FORGERIES o

Eirst [sgue:

Perf.

iused)

12 (Hal.):
~ elive

3 (HaL, )2
greyish blue
(’ Camy

Perf. (mint):

S (EalL)E | T % (Hal.): “T12 (Hel.):
grayish blue red olive

Imperforate (mint):

i

12 (Hal.):
olive

3 (Eal.)s=
greyish blue




ZARKD; Centd.

18 Oct. 19182 Second Issue — Surcharges handstamped over two stamps at the

time, as followss

Colourss red, violet, or

red-violet.

Perf., Used.s

6 Halerzy on 3 Hs
eyish Blue
surch. puiple)

Perfo, Mint.s

6 Halerzy on 3 Hs
eyish blue
surch. preg)

Imperforate, Mints

6 Halerzy on 3 Hs
greyish blug
(surch. purple)

b halerzy 6

& =

FORGERIES »

10 Halerzy on 5 Hsz
red
(surch.violet)

10 Helerzy on 5 Hs
red
(surch. red)

10 Halerzy on 5 Hs

red
(surch.vielet)

Reason: it was discovered
that charges ¢éid not cover
the cost of the operation.

24 Halerzy on 12 Hz
olive

(strche re&)
{;f,i 4 ¢

24 Halerzy on 12 H:
olive .
(sirch. red)

24 Halerzy on 12 H:
olive
(surch. red)



iARKI,.Gontd.

:24th Oct. 1918z Third Issue — Market;and Church of Zarki, new Values. Prin-
ted litho on medium, white paper. No'watermark. Perf. Line 113 (but imperf.
also known). Forgeries more common than the real stamps.

Perf., Useds " PORGERIES e

soniiai)
6 (Hal.)s 10 (HEal.)s 24 (Hal.)s
bro?rish violet green ,orange

Perf., Mints

10 (Hal.):
brownish violet green

Imperforate, Mints

6 (Hal.): 10 (Hal.)s o4 (Hal.)s
brownish violet green orange



ZAWIERCIE.
City of 85,000 (in 1989), 40km N.E. of Katowice.

10 Jan. 1916: Landscape with Rising Sun (10 f) and the Zawiercie School
(20 £). Design Juliuez Isaak, printed litho, white medium paper. Perf.ldk.

Type I: With Ted—viole, control imprints "ZAWIERCIE" im intertwined capitals
anve and below the stamp design, covering the perforations.

Expertiseds | Note:z The "red"

Krzyasztof = J / |
Cag i i variation fron x| i
e T?srx;legl. . the violet con-— LA 1

only very slightg
but still defi—|

SEee

Mi.2T: 20 f.

Mi,fT: 10 f.

.Landscapes Zawiercie School:
da.:rkv:tole; j.n green. slate-blue and blackish brown.
. ¥*

Type IT: With violet control imprints "ZAWIERCIE" in intertwined capitals
gggog'v’e and below the stamp design, covering the perforations.

|

]
i
¥

sy
= | { i
Exmf ik { '(/
[ ey B
Jungjohann. | a3 © jwer pari of the «
as Type I. | L I First "E" of Za- |
g 720 |wiercie and the i
wpper part of |
the 'YWare bro— |
TEA ken.. _J
Wi.]l 11z 10 T. Mal.2 Tl L 20] fr,
Landscapes Zawiercie Schools
darkviolefar ind greens.. slate-klue and blackish brown.

Tge IIT: Without control imprints. Cannot exist used, see below.

P N —

{
{
|
|
|

- | : :

Mi.l II: 10 f. Mi,2. ¥ 22 -
Landscapes Zawiercie Schools
dark viole'::‘ and green. slate-blue and 'lilackish browne.
2 e &k

These stamps have heen valid for postal usage for 4 days only, having been

withdrawn at the end of 13 Jan.1916.
Quantities: 10 f.. 10,0003 20 f. 5,000 printed. OF these, 1,377x10 £f. and

85x 20 f. were sold. Im order to counteract forgeries thes® sidmps were pro-
vided with the control imprints at fhe counters; +he remainder were note
The size of the 10 f. stamp is 23 x 27.5mm,. but the 20 f. is 28.4 x 23mm.



CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY

KRZYSZTOF CEREMUGA
Philatelic Expert

PO Box A2313, Sydney South, NSW 1235, Australia

Certificate No: 5512 Date: 8/9/2007

POLAND - GERMAN OCCUPATION:

ZAWIERCIE LOCAL POST: Fi lla, M1 1] ==

1915 Pictorial 10pfg grey-violet & blue-green, with reddish-vioier
"ZAWIERCIE" control overprints at top & bottom, without any
breaks in the letters, from initial portion of printing,

EXPERTIZING RESULT: _
Genuine in all respects. Only 1377 recorded as issued.

CONDITION:
Mint with never hinged & very fresh original gum.

K,WC/MW

Krzysztof (Chris) Ceremug




CERITFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY

KRZYSZTOF CEREMUGA

Philatelic Expert
PO Box A2313, Sydney South, NSW 1235, Australia

Certificate No: 5511 Date: 8/9/2007

POLAND - GERMAN OCCUPATION:

ZAWIERCIE LOCAL POST: Fi 1Ia, Mi 1 *

1915 Pictorial 10pfg grey-violet & blue-green, with reddish-violet
"ZAWIERCIE" control overprints at top & bottom, without any
breaks in the letters, from initial portion of printing,

EXPERTIZING RESULT:
Genuine in all respects. Only 1377 recorded as issued.

CONDITION:
Mint with hinged original gum, previously signed Jungjohann BPP.

4

Krzysztof (Chrls) Ceremutr




CERITFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY

KRZYSZTOF CEREMUGA

Philatelic Expert
PO Box A2313, Sydney South, NSW 1235, Australia

Certificate No: 5510 Date: 8/9/2007

POLAND - GERMAN OCCUPATION:

ZAWIERCIE LOCAL POST:  Fi 1-2III Mi 1-21IT s
1915 Pictorial 10pfg & 20pfg without control overprints,
from unissued portion of printing.

EXPERTIZING RESULT:
Genuine in all respects.

CONDITION:
Mint with never hinged & very fresh original gum.

V  Coeen v

Krzysztof (Chris) Ceremuga,




ZAWIERCIE
(contd).

Type I11: Without control imprints: Variations.

G AL W
et s el

S
i

| | o [ |
10 f. Landscape: 20 f. Zawiercie Schools
dark violet and green. slate-Blue and hlackish brown.
The bends in the river, esp. The Blackish-brown central oval
above the Fiwst "IE" of "ZAWIER- shifter a full mm to top-left.
CIE" and the brook's Banks show Word "SZKOBAM ( + ab the "“R"
o ;£ . Also th r NG aboye b
Tenat e ﬁgrgggggsign Ehesgorif of "ZAWIERCIE") is heavily printed.
zon to the right of the two irees Large white diamond-shaped opening
on the right extremity of the between centre windows of school's
ScEcn central oval in the stamp. windows in the two top stories.
2l agd AUMErous Sfartaliogns.

In Yoth stamps these differences (2s well as others) can be attributed to -
the process of producing the lithographic plates rather than forgery. And,
aFove all, to the coarse quality of the litho plate material..




CERIIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY

KRZYSZTOF CEREMUGA
Philatelic Expert

PO Box A2313, Sydney South, NSW 1235, Australia

Certificate No: 5509 Date: 8/9/2007

POLAND - GERMAN OCCUPATION:

ZAWIERCIE LOCAL POST:  Fi 1-2I11, Mi 1-2I1T s
1915 Pictorial 10pfg & 20pfg without control overprints,
from unissued portion of printing.

EXPERTIZING RESULT:
Genuine in all respects.

CONDITION:
Mint with never hinged & very fresh original gum.

Y G

Krzysztof (Chris) Ceremuga




